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meet your neighbor

artist spotlight
Hill Section resident

I discovered the joy of art at the age of 6 when my father gave 
me painting lessons. I continued to paint through college, but 
after graduating from college at George Washington University 
in Washington, D.C., I focused on my entrepreneurial career, so 
my paint brushes lay dormant for quite some time. During that 
time, I founded and operated Sanders Industries for 30 years. 
The company manufactured specialty tools and primarily served 
the aerospace, defense and industrial markets. Eventually, the 
business grew to 15 manufacturing sites in the U.S. and Europe, 
and had 600 employees.

After the sale of my business in 2014, I returned to painting and 
quickly discovered a new medium which had not existed when I 
was painting previously: digital painting. I enjoy working in both 
traditional and digital medias, and also combining the two. The 
artists who currently have the most influence on my work are 
Picasso, Salvador Dali, Cy Twombly, Willem De Kooning and 
Basquiat. I’ll be the first to admit that my art touches on lots of 
styles. I genuinely enjoy the variety and challenge of working 
with these different techniques.

One aspect that I do try to bring to most of my work, despite the 
stylistic breadth of it, is to subtly or loosely suggest something 
so that viewers can interpret it in many ways. I have coined the 
term “random intentionality” because these elements are often 
accidental but occur too often not to be connected in some way to 
my subconscious.  

In addition to my art, I am also actively involved in philanthropy. 
In 2015, I established the Sanders Family Foundation, which sup-
ports organizations that foster sustainable change in developing 
countries and is specifically focused on women and children in 
those communities. To the extent that I am able to create income 
from the sale of my artwork, I will distribute 100% of the income 
to my Foundation.

Finally, and most importantly, I’m a devoted father of two boys, 
ages 11 and 12.

Eric Sanders,
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